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IS MAN DEVELOPING A SIXTH SENSE? 
By Annie Douglas Severance 



"Is there anything of God's contriving en- 
dangered by inquiry? Was it the system of the 
universe, or the monks that trembled at the tele- 
scope of Galileo? Did the circulation of the firma- 
ment stop in terror because Newton laid his daring 
finger on its pulse?" — Lowell. 

THAT we are on the threshold of a 
new world of thought appears to 
be evidenced by the investigations 
and writings during recent years of a con- 
stantly growing number of men of recog- 
nized ability who have not only proved 
their capacity for achievement in the ma- 
terial world of science, but have enlarged 
their mental scope to include the percep- 
tion and study of phenomena apparent 
only to the subliminal strata of the mind, 
or that portion of the brain ordinarily un- 
used and subconscious. The prolonged 
and continuous inquiry into psychic phe- 
nomena of such eminent scientific men as 
Professor William James, of Harvard, 
Professor Charles Richet, of Paris, Pro- 
fessors Lombroso, Chiaperelli, and Flam- 
marian, Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir William 
Crookes, Dr. A. Russell Wallace, and Pro- 
fessor A. De Morgan has resulted in what 
they are satisfied has been the direct ob- 
servation of intelligences . not endowed 
with a physical organism like our own, 
and in what many believe is the advance- 
ment of a new truth that has already 
waited a long time to make its way. Books 
published upon the subject within the last 
six months have added interesting evi- 
dence to that already accumulated, and 
Dr. W. J. Crawford, lecturer on Mechani- 
cal Engineering at the Queen's Univer- 
sity, Belfast, and holding the D.Sc. degree, 
who has approached the problem from the 



standpoint of the physicist, has gone so 
far as to predict that within a century all 
doubts that man survives death will have 
vanished. It may be that the great mass 
of this "evidence" has risen from the en- 
thusiasms of the over-credulous, and that 
man this side of death will never reach its 
ultimate secret, or gain assured physical 
demonstration of what is beyond. But the 
increasing effort to relate the seen to the 
unseen, and to clothe with the dignity of 
science phenomena which have long been 
spurned by the greater part of the edu- 
cated world, raises many questions as to 
the import of that intuitive insight in man 
which has ever led him on to profounder 
apprehensions of truth. 

Scientists concede that the race has 
reached its physical perfection, and that 
its further progress will be through the 
development of that mass of nervous sub- 
stance within the skull called collectively 
the brain, about which in relation to the 
higher forms of consciousness there is yet 
much for us to learn. Up to the present, 
man's brain has been so fashioned as to 
perceive only one half of the universe. 
The Eastern and the Western lobes, as 
Mseterlinck has put it, have not worked in 
unison. The one has produced here rea- 
son, science, and consciousness, the other 
has secreted yonder intuition and subcon- 
sciousness. One has reflected the infinite, 
and unknowable, the other has been inter- 
ested only in what it might hope to under- 
stand. They have more than once endeav- 
ored to function in concert, but hitherto 
the western lobe has paralysed the efforts 
of the other, and we are not sure what it 
is capable of doing. It is not incompatible 
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with what we know, either of psychology 
or biology, that in its solitude and silence 
the truth of the future has been ripening, 
and that its further awakening will de- 
velop a sixth sense which shall link the 
unknown to the known, and give us a 
fuller knowledge of what the future 
beauty and dignity of man may be. 

At least since man reached his present 
stage of development that power of the 
mind known as intuition has intruded 
from below the threshold of consciousness 
into the narrow sphere of his perceptions, 
yet it has never been classed with the 
supernormal. Rather, the faculty has been 
accepted as the only one by which Divine 
revelation has ever come to him. Intuition 
has sometimes been defined as an immedi- 
ate knowledge of fundamental truth, fused 
with an effective instinct to trust the im- 
pression as presented to the mind; and 
obedience to its leadings proves its un- 
erring quality, and substantiates Pro- 
fessor James' definition of true ideas — 
"those that we can assimilate* validate, 
corroborate, and verify." By it man un- 
derstands a guidance that proceeds from 
the depths of divinity within him, and 
that is of use to him in the conduct of his 
life. That it is stronger in women than in 
men, Freud intimates, is to protect them 
from the more strenuous and selfish, and 
less imaginative male, and thus points out 
a biological influence. But the faculty 
serves a larger purpose than individual 
need. The types are numerous, and ascend 
to religious consciousness, which can 
scarcely be less than our intuitive knowl- 
edge of God. It enables man to build great 
theories, and fit phenomena into a plan 
designed along the lines of unifying prin- 
ciples, and so is the vision that leads to the 
doors of invention and discovery, and as 
such it is a prime factor in the education 
of the race, and development of the latent 
resources of the Universe. Deductions and 



demonstrations follow it, but they must 
be carried out by the slower process of 
reasoning, and at the expense of prolonged 
effort. 

It was intuition that led the way to the 
electromagnetic theory of light. The ac- 
tual existence of electrons could not be 
proved by physicists until successful exper- 
iments demonstrated their existence, but 
definite knowledge was at last achieved 
through the study of the kathode ray. 
The entire new and fruitful trend of mod- 
ern physics is in large part a record of in- 
tuitional guidance verified in the labora- 
tories of the world. Obviously these facts 
form a strong incentive to seek scientific 
proof of that immense surrounding "in- 
telligence which makes us receivers of its 
truth, and organs of its activity." In fact 
it would seem that the supreme problem 
for science to solve, if she can, is whether 
the present life is an entrance to an in- 
finite, and unseen world beyond, or "the 
Universe but a soulless interaction of 
atoms, and life a paltry misery closed in 
the grave." If this can be determined 
short of a further development in man, 
what is the reason for the slow advance in 
this direction in an age pre-eminent for its 
fearless progress in many regions where 
ignorance has reigned for centuries? 

Doubtless there existed even in ancient 
times a certain esoteric knowledge of some 
of the psychical phenomena which a later 
age has rediscovered. The opinion of many 
of the world's great thinkers in the past is 
quite in accord with recent evidence which 
teaches that our ego is more than our 
self-consciousness reveals. Plotinous, who 
lived in the third century, spoke of men 
as "amphibia," who lived partly in the 
natural, and partly in the spiritual, world. 
Swedenborg's view was that objects in the 
natural world are merely counterparts and 
effects of things and causes in the more 
real spiritual world, and the teaching of 
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Plato was that the world of sensible things 
is only an image of the world of ideas ex- 
isting in a supersensible world, that ob- 
jects of sense have only borrowed exist- 
ence received from the eternal realities, 
or ideas in the unseen. These theories har- 
monize with the teachings of physics, that 
light, heat, electricity, and magnetism 
affect the matter of an invisible world, the 
all-pervading ether, more perfectly than 
they do the matter of the visible world. 
Suns and stars, as well as much of the 
world in which we live, would have no 
existence for us but for the influence they 
impress upon the unseen ether. Present- 
day scientific men have entertained the 
possibility that thought may be able to 
act in like manner, and both Professors 
Balfour Stewart and P. G. Tait have sug- 
gested that thought conceived to affect 
the matter of another universe simultane- 
ously with this, may explain a future 
state. 

But both science and religion have re- 
tarded progress here on the ground that 
all extensions of knowledge in their re- 
spective departments must come through 
the legitimate channels they prescribe. 
Though this has been called the inertia of 
conservatism, it probably contained much 
practical wisdom, and suppressed rash or 
hasty deviation from the recognized order 
of things. No age can do more than the 
special work which lies before it at the 
time, and natural science, during its com- 
paratively short life, has had enough to 
do in building up the whole body of the 
natural and experimental sciences, which 
within the last century have been recon- 
structed from top to bottom. Mr. A. J. 
Balfour has stated that if science had at 
first attempted to include in its survey not 
only physical, but psychical phenomena, 
it might for a century have lost itself in 
dark and difficult regions, and the accom- 
plishments of science to-day would have 



been less, not more, complete. Sir William 
F. Barrett, for many years Professor of 
Experimental Physics in the Royal Col- 
lege of Science for Ireland, in his recently 
published book On the Threshold of the 
Unseen, remarks that with no knowledge 
of the great world order such as we now 
possess, the intellectual and moral sense 
of man would only have been confounded 
by an earlier knowledge of psychical 
phenomena. Not only had our knowl- 
edge of nature to be first learnt, but the 
foundation of our scientific faith in the 
undeviafing order of nature had also to be 
laid by the investigation of the laws of 
matter and motion, and the discovery of 
the orderly evolution of life. 

What science has now established is 
that the Universe is a cosmos, not a chaos, 
that amidst all the mutability of visible 
things there is no capriciousness, no dis- 
order; that in the interpretation of nature, 
however entangled or obscure the, phe- 
nomena may be, we shall never be put to 
intellectual confusion. If instead of in- 
vestigating natural phenomena science 
had first grappled with the supernormal, 
it might not yet have emerged from the 
abyss; certainly it would not have reached 
its assured belief in a reign of law. Psychic 
phenomena are so elusive, the causes so'ob- 
scure, that investigators need the steady- 
ing influence of the habit of thought en- 
gendered by science to enable them pa- 
tiently and hopefully to pursue their way. 

Whatever be the power, or intelligence, 
behind psychic phenomena, the fact that 
it manifests itself to us — that directly or 
indirectly it impinges on our senses, and 
so affects our perceptive faculties, or can 
leave some permanent record of its pres- 
ence — this fact not only places it within 
the pale of legitimate experimental in- 
quiry, but invites and demands the at- 
tention of science. It may be that the 
phenomena are so elusive, depend so 
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largely upon conditions beyond our con- 
trol, such as the activities of the subliminal 
self, or the volition of discarnate agents, 
that we shall never arrive at the law that 
underlies them. But that need not prevent 
our observing, recording, and classifying 
them, noting the physical and psychic 
conditions most favorable to their produc- 
tion, and the variations induced by a 
change in these conditions. Only thus can 
we hope to correlate them with the gen- 
eral body of recognized knowledge. 

Some evidence lately come under dis- 
cussion is that given by Dr. Crawford in 
his recent book, The Reality of Psychic 
Phenomena. It is the record of a series of 
remarkable scientific experiments carried 
out during a period of two years to deter- 
mine by the use of delicate measuring ap- 
paratus the amount, direction, and nature 
of the force used in " Ievitation," trance, 
and other similar phenomena. He at- 
tacked the problem entirely from the me- 
chanical side, and the results obtained 
were so astonishing in their exactness and 
consistency- — they included the successful 
weighing of the nervous substance used by 
the medium — that he has been able to 
enunciate an entirely new theory of the 
mechanical method employed by the un- 
seen intelligence, or force, in the produc- 
tion of psychic phenomena. 

Dr. James H. Hyslop in Life After 
Death, discusses the difficulties of the 
process of communication, and the com- 
plexities of dealing with mind as the pri- 
mary medium of expression, and not mat- 
ter, thus introducing into the problem all 
the complexities of physiology and psy- 
chology, and in addition the abnormal or 
unusual conditions of both. He asserts 



that unless consciousness can be proved 
to be a function of the body, like digestion, 
circulation, etc., — and it can be proved 
only by showing that it is the same in na- 
ture as they — we cannot adopt dogmatic 
materialism, and insist upon the annihila- 
tion of consciousness. On the other hand, 
as Professor Barrett has said, until science 
can explain how consciousness is related 
to the brain — which, though a fact of 
daily experience, is wholly incomprehen- 
sible^ — we cannot' expect from it any ex- 
planation as to how discarnate intelli- 
gence can operate upon matter, or whence 
the energy is derived. 

Slight, however, as are the known facts, 
they point toward a higher knowledge in 
man than his normal consciousness, some- 
thing in him that is able to respond to di- 
rected thought, whether the thinker is in 
the body, or out of the body, something 
that links the individual life to the source 
of that life, and to the ocean of universal 
life. We are not isolated in or from the 
great Cosmos. The light of suns and stars 
reaches us, the mysterious force of gravi- 
tation binds the whole material universe 
into an organic whole; the minutest mole- 
cule and the most distant orb are bathed 
in the selfsame medium. Surely beyond 
and above all these material links is the 
solidarity of mind. As the essential signifi- 
cance and unity of a honeycomb is not in 
the cells of wax, but in the common life 
and purpose of the builders of those cells, 
so the true significance of nature is not in 
the material world, but in the Mind that 
gives to it a meaning, and that underlies 
and unites, that transcends and creates 
the phenomenal world through which for 
a moment each of us is passing. 



